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President's
Message
Here it is June, almost the
end of my administration. I
want to take this opportunity to
thank everybody, especially the
Board of Governors for the
wonderful cooperation they
have given me in the past year.
Also I want to thank the
National Secretary for his aid in
making my term easy. Also
thanks to the National
Treasurer for his punctual
financial reports.

New York will field an all star lineup for this year's
reunion banquet. Last month the committee announced
that Lindsey Nelson would be the guest speaker- now they
have released the news that Msgr. DeLaura will act as
Toastmaster. Having these two fellows on the dais at the
same time is like having two 500 hitters back to back in the
batting order. When they step to the mike everyone sits up
and takes notice because both of these heavy hitters can
really drive home their message. You can bet your bottom
dollar that there won't be any bored spectators at the 1970
reunion banquet.

I don't want to forget the
Judge Advocate for h~s legal
assistance, and the EdItors of
the Octofoii tor their efforts
with our publication. Also I
wish to convey my gratitude to
all the chapters for their reports
on their progress.
Being a member of the New
York Chapter, I hear the
Committee Reports on the
coming reunion in New York,
and I'm happy to say according
to all reports, everything is
going along on schedule.
Reservations are com ing along
very well. So in conclusion I
want to say thanks again,
hoping to greet you in Fun City,
July 23rd, 24th and July 25th.
Your Presiden t
John Rizzo

Proposed
Amendment
To By. Laws
Acting
on
the
recommendations of the
Miscellaneous Committee's
report from the 1969 General
Business Meeting and upon a
motion duly made by Frank
Ozart and seconded by William
Meadows it was voted to:
Recommend to the membership
at the next General Meeting
(1970 New York Reunion) that
dues be raised as follows: One
year (1) from $4.00 to $5.00 Three (3) years from $11.00 to
$ 13 .00 - and a Lifemembership
for $50.00 to $75.00.

...
PAY YOUR

Lindsey Nelson and Walter Victor are shown at the
Mets-A tlantic Braves game for the National Championship
in A tlanta, Georgia last October 1969. Lindsey will be with
us at the New York reunion to spin a few yarns of his
favorite team - the New' York Mets. Victor will be taking
pictures, for he has become the official photographer.atall
reunions and this year will take pictures of the tour in
Europe.

To the Women of the Ninth
Infantry D ivision Association

S.R.O.
The Silver Anniversary
Reunion seems to have
rejuvenated many "Old
Reliables." The "Octofoil" has
heard from members who
haven't attended a reunion for
years. They all tell us that come
July 22nd they will get their
butts out of the rocking chairs
and will start to make tracks for
New York. Apparently
everyone wants to take part in
this historic occasion because
many members wives have
written to us and have told us
how much they are looking
forward to this years' reunion.
Even the hotel management is
getting excited, they have
advised the committee that the
advanced reservations for the
reunion have been excellent. It
seems that 1970 is destined to
be the year when many old
friendships are to be renewed
among members of the Ninth
Infantry Division Association.
From all indications it would
appear that the 1970 Reunion
will be a sell-out and that the
Hotel Commodore will be
jammed to the rafters with "Old
Reliables."
Prolonged Reunion

First, I sincerely hope that this article which will be printed in
the next issue of the Octofoil reaches you before our ConventIon
which
starts
on
July
23,
1970.
For some
reason or other very little is written or heard of, of the ladies who
have to put up with the Men of the Ninth Infantry Division
Association, and yet you are the main support of everything the
Association does. You attend all our functions and help in many
ways to bring all of us together. The coming Silver Anniversary
Reunion is expected to be the greatest of all the Re\lnions we have
ever had. We have planned a 1adies meeting for Friday afternoon, and
DuBarry will give you a couple of hours of entertainment. We will
have a dance on Thursday evening, and another dance on Friday
evening. Both of them will be held in the Windsor Ballroom. On
Saturday evening we move into the Main Ball Room which can
accommodate 2000 fersons. Will we fill it? With your help we wilL
We will have a tour 0 the United Nations after the Memorial Service.
The Mets will be in town that day and the game starts at 2:00 p.m.
Many of you will be making the trip to Europe, and I sincerely hope a
good time will be had by aIL It will be something to remember and
talk about for many years to come. New York is a big place and many
things to see and do, so bring your walking shoes. Till we meet on
July 23,1970.

DUES NOwr!"
Sincerely,
Emil P. Langer
Reunion Chairman

For most of us the reunion
will end on Saturday evening
when the President raps the
gavel and officially brings the
Twenty-Fifth Annual Reunion
to a close. For some people the
reunion will be only the
beginning and is destined to last
another two weeks. These lucky
guys and girls are the folks who
are making the trip to the
E .T .0. When the reunion
banquet ends they will dash to
their rooms, pack their bags and
prepare to leave for J. F.
Kennedy air port. At 02 :00
hours they will take off for
"Jolly Old England." Seven
hours later they will be landing
in London - one hour later they
will be hoisting their first mild &
Bitter and will be warming up
on the dart-board.
Colonel Connors
Twenty-six years ago it was
General Eddy who stood at the

gangplank of the S.S. John
Erickson and inspected the
Ninth as it disembarked in
Liverpoole - in 1970 it will be
Colonel Chaplain Ed Connors,
Retired, who will stand at the
ramp of a DC 8 inspecting the
"Old Reliables" as they once
again set foot on British soil.
From England the group will
con tinue on to France, Belguim,
and Germany where they will
visit the battle-fields on which
the Ninth earned its laurels. For
them the 25th Reunion will be
an even t that they will
remember for many, many
years.
The Mayors of cities like
Winchester have been contacted
and are planning receptions for
th<:. gang. Cherbourg and Dinant
are in the making for such a
welcome' party and who knows
maybe a few of the German
Mayors will spread the welcome
mat. Scotty Hirst "our man in
Europe" is working on some CJf
these plans and will be there to
greet us in Dinant. We wish
them God Speed and hope that
they have a wonderful time.
In The Home Stretch
The die has been cast, the
preparations have been made,
the committee has done
everything they can to make the
reunion a success. The rest is up
to the membership, they are the
ones upon whom the success of
the get-together depends. We
hope that every able bodied
"Old Reliable" will be able to be
in New York when the gang
raises their glasses to toast the
grand and glorious Ninth
Infantry Division. Let's all pitch
in and help make the 1970
reunion the biggest and best one
that the Association has ever
had.

Remember
The Oates
July 23rd ·25th

THE

OCTOFOIL

General's
Opinion

I?:

THE OCTOFOI L
When the "Colors" of the
Ninth Infantry Division were
cased after World War II every
"Old Reliable" fervently hoped
that they would never be flown"
in battle again. But this was not
to be. The peace that had been
achieved through such great
sacrifice during World War II
was not destined to be of long
duration. The communist
nations would not let their
fellow man enjoy the fruits of
our great victory and they were
determined to foist their evil
designs upon the free nations of
this world. So once again young
Americans were called upon to
do battle with the forces of
totalitarism. The Ninth Division
was re-activated and once more
the red, White, and blue of the
"Octofoil" was seen on
battlefields where young
Americans were serving their
country.
When the by-laws of the
Association were drawn up, the
members of the Association did
not think that any more battle
streamers would be added to the
"Colors" of the Ninth;
therefore, they restricted
membership in the Association
to men who had served during
World War II. Now the division
has gained new laurels in battle
and many young men have died
in Viet Nam while wearing the
insignia of the Division. Many
people feel that the by-laws
should be changed and the rolls
of the Association opened to
the men who served in Viet
N am. Last year in Pittsburgh,
President John Rizzio spoke to
General Westmoreland and
requested his opinion on this
question. The General replied to
John's query with the following
letter.
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We regret to announce the
passing of the following
members and Comrades,
Herman Pullock, Maurice F.
Carland, Albert 1. Lee, Henry
M. Crane, Sr., Henry Gargiulo
and our dear old friend from our
days in England Bill Pillbeam.
May they rest in peace and may
God be good to their loved ones.
We know that the next-of-kin
would like to hear from our
members who knew their loved
ones.
SADDENED HEARTS
Elias (Hoppy) Hopkins and
his wife Jean were crushed with
tragedy last March when their
son David was killed in a motor
vehicle accident. We've recently
learned of their sorrow and
offer our deepest condolences.

Grateful
Hedda Cohen writes to thank
all those members who
remembered her by visiting and
writing to express their sorrow
at the demise of her husband
Stanley.
,Editors note: Stan was the
National Secretary and Editor
of the Octofoil from 1952 to
1959. I shall never forget all the
help he gave to me when I first
took over the office of National
Secretary. I could call on him
day or night - at home or at his
office - he was always willing to
assist me. Many a day he took
time off from his chores to
instruct me on the operation of
the Addressograph machine,
which was Greek to me.
We shall all miss him and all
the deeds he did for the
Association for which we are
better off today. Rest in peace
old friend and Soldier.

*

*

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
in the
LADIES' AUXILIARY
of the
NINTH INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION
Mrs. Tippie Plunkett, Secretary.Trea.urer
Ninth Infantry Division Association Ladies' Auxiliary
286 Zimpfer St., Columbus, Ohio 43206
I would like to become a member of the Ladies' Auxiliary
to the Ninth Infantry Division A8l!ociation. Enclosed is
check or money order for $1.50 for 1970 dues. Please
mail my membership card to-Name
Street

City ..

.

State

.

While attached to the 9th Infantry Division my._..
.
(state relationship, whether the Ninth Division man was a
husband, father, brother, son, etc.)
was with .. '
.... ._. __ ~.--._._.-._--.-_ .. _
give company. regiment, battery, attached unit, etc.)
Make checks or money orders payable to Ninth Infantry
Divisivn Association. Mail to Secretary-Treasurer Tippie
Plunkl'tt. 2116 ZImpfer St, Columbus, OhIO -13206. A 1970
counterslgned membership card will be sent immediately.

Dear John:
F or some time I have been
mea n ing to write you
concerning the relationship of
the Association with Vietnam
era veterans assigned to the 9th
Infantry Division.
As discussed at the reunion
last sum mer, I had planned to
share with you the techniques
used by other division
associations to strengthen ties
with members of the active
d iv isions and 1heir young
returning veterans. However,
with the inactiviation of the
9th, excluding its 3d Brigade,
this information now becomes
of limited value. Nevertheless, it
is still pertinent to point out
that the only requirement for
membership in such
associations as the 1st Infantry
and 1st Cavalry is the wearing of
the patch - past or present.
Those of us who served with
the 9th in World War II and are
now members of the
Association recognize the need
for new blood in the
organization. I have been
informed that while in Vietnam
the 9th Infantry Division, on at
least five occasions prior to its
inactivation, tried to develop a
relationship with the
Association, but to no avail.
Membership files can be made
available to you from the
Octofoil Association which now
exists in name only. Many
enthusiastic former 9th Division
members are eager to continue
an association relationship.
I urge that you consider
revising your constitution
which restricts membership to
World War II veterans only, and
give the Vietnam veterans full
membership in your
Association to include the
opportunity to hold office. As a
vitally interested mem ber of the
Association, I will help in any
way I can to bring about an
opportunity for our Vietnam
veterans to join the Association.

Warm personal regards.
Sincerely,
W. C. Westmoreland
General, United States Army
Chief of Staff

Up Through The Ranks
The ranks of the 47th
Infantry have supplied the U.S.
Army with some of its finest
members. These men came to
the regiment as raw recruits and
left it as polished soldiers.
General Randle was one of the
men responsible for making the
47th such a fertile breeding
ground for fine fighting men.
Over the passing years the
General has kept a weather eye
on the careers of the men he
helped to train. In a recent letter
General Randle told us about
one of these men.
BEGAN AT BRAGG
General Randle wrote "In
September, 1940 I had just
joined the 47th Infantry at
"Tent City" Fort Bragg,
Colonel Patch assigned me to
command the 1st Battalion. I
was a Lieut. Col. In a few days a
group of volunteer enlisted men
joined the Battalion. Among
them was one Robert Fowler,
18 years old, just graduated
from high school at Union City,
Pa. Very rapidly he developed
into a fine soldier and within a
year was 1st Sergeant of the
Battalion Headquarters
Company. He liked soldiering
and was a smart, keen
youngster, very military, and
very reliable.
The summer before we sailed
for Africa he left the 47th for
OCS at Fort Benning. I did not
see him again until July 1943. I
had been promoted to Brigadier
General and ordered back to the
States to be Assistant Division
Commander of the 77th
Division. I was out on the
Arizona desert training, and
there I found 1st Lieutenant
Robert Fowler in H Company
of the 305th Infantry. I needed
an aide and asked him if he
wanted the job, he said he did. I
therefore had two aides from
the 47th, Jack Sawyer and
Robert Fowler.
Fowler remained my aide for
two years out in the Pacific,
ending up in Japan. After about
six months in Japan he went

home, was discharged, and went
into business with his father in
Los Angeles. But he missed the
Army and got back in, still a 1st
Lieutenant. He made a fine
record and was successively
promoted to Captain, Major,
and Lieutenant Colonel. At one
time he served in Germany
under Colonel Louis
Gershenow, formerly of the
47th. A t another time he served
under Colonel Fred Feil, also
formerly of the 47th. They both
wrote me and said that Robert
Fowler was an outstanding
officer. He also served in Korea.
RETIRED
Last Christmas he wrote me
that he had been retired as a full
Colonel ofInfantry. In his letter
he said, "0 n 1 June I retired
from the Army as a full Colonel
which, when you think of it, is
something for a small town boy
who in October of 1940 entered
the service as a raw recruit with
a small town education but with
big desires."
I t is something and I am very
proud of him. Most of the
non-regular officers who
remained in the service are
retired as Lieutenant Colonels.
Only a few make that next step
to Colonel.
Robert Fowler now lives
with his wife and daughter at
707 Kildeer Lane, Wausau,
Wise. 54401. He has taken a
position there with a company
which sells boats, automobiles,
snowmobiles and many other
things. I wrote and told him I
wouldn't be the least surprised
if someday he didn't own that
business, lock stock and barrel.
And he might at that, for I am
sure he still has "big desires." I
am also sure that he would be
delighted to hear from any of
those with whom he served in
the 1st Battalion, 47th
Infantry."
General Randle also sent his
best regards to all his old friends
from the Association. He is still
residing at Clearwater, Florida
and reports that his book "Safi
Adventure" is almost sold out.

NINTH INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCATION
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Dan Quinn, National Secretary, 9th Infantry Division Assn.
412 Gregory Ave., Weehawken, New Jersey 07087
Enclosed pleased find 1970 dues for:
Name

~

Seri.al No.

~

8treet Address
City

_

.

Zone

State

_

I was a member of:
Battery

; Company

; Regiment..

9th Div.

I wish to sign up for the following:
Regular Member, per year

$ 4.00

Donation Memorial Scholarship Fund ------THREE-YEAR MEMBER
$11.00
Life Membership __

0
0
0

0
---$ .50 0
$ 1.00 0
$ 2.00 0
$50.00

Octofoil Automobile License Disc

_

Decals, 25c; (5) five for
"Eight Stars to Victory"

------~

(Pictorial History of 9th Division in action.)
Ladies' Auxiliary Member

$ 1.50

Combat Route Map

$

.50

0
0

60th Infantry History - - - -

$

.50

0

Greater New York

0

• • •

Please credit the following chapter:
Philly-Delaware Valley
Illinois

0

New England
Ohio

0

0

Washington, D. C.

0

0

Michigan
Fayetteville-Fort

Bragg, N. C. 0

0
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Michigan Doings
The Michigan Chapter is
making great progress. M are and
more members are attending the
meetings and the Chapter's
social events have all been very
successful. During 1969 the
officers did a terrific job and the
members realizing this showed
their appreciation by re-electing
them to office for 1970. These
hard working fellows are
President Elmer Wagner,
Vice-President Bob Rumenapp,
Treasurer Joe Casey, Adjuant
Bill Meadows, Secretary John
Bonkowski, and Chaplain Bill
Phelps.
Although the Chapter meets
in Detroit its members come
from all, parts of the state and
many travel great distances to
attend the meetings. In order to
make attendance at the
meetings a little easier for those
living outside of Detroit the
Chapter has decided to hold one
of its meetings in another part
of the state. A t the present time,
Saginaw, Flint, Grand Rapids,
Houghton Lake, and Lansing
are being considered as sites for
this meeting.
NEWS-NOTES
The News-Letter that John
Bonkowski gets out to all the
members of the Michigan
Chapter seems to be getting
results. At the last meeting three
new members showed up with
their wives. T hey were T am and
Gerrie Hatton from Saginaw,
Don and Helen Lewis from
Garden City, and Fred and Jane
Josey from Grand Blanc.
John's letter is chock full of
information about In-::mbers of
the Chapter. We learned the
following from his latest effort.
Earl and Joyce Landon
celebrated their 25th Wedding
Anniversary - Charles Foxe's
son has returned home from
Viet-Nam. The Chapter intends
to take a "Guys and Gals"
booster page in the reunion
Journal - Cole Gronseth has a
son in Viet-N am and another
about to graduate from High
School - Carl Mehlberg is
looking for some of his old
buddies from Fort Bragg Twenty-three members of the
Chapter will be going on the trip
to the E.T.O. - The Chapter is
planning a picnic for some time
in June.

• • *
BUSY FELLOW
Oscar Richards of the
Philly-Delaware Valley Chapter
is a busy fellow these days being
assistant director of Athletic,
for the DAV. Oscar's DAV Post
is helping "Little Leaguers" by
sponsoring a team that will have
14 teams to make up the circuit
in the Norristown Athletic
Association. Lot's of luck 0 scar
- keep up the good work.

***
WIDOWS OF ELIGIBLE
WORLD WAR II VETERANS
have until July 25, 1970 before
their entitlement to a GI Home
Loan ends. Veterans with
service-connected disabilities
also have until that date before
their entitlement expires. For
all other World War II veterans
their entitlement has bee~
running out on a daily basis
since 1962! Entitlement is
based on ten years from date of
discharge or separation from
active service, plus one year for
each three months of service
during World War II. With the
terminal date not too far off
eligible veterans and widow~
who have been procrastinating
on this benefit would do well to
act 9n it now!

TRIBUTE TO A FRIEND
While serving in the Army
many men formed life long
friendships. Billy Davidson and
Henry Garguilo were men who
l'ormed such a friendship.
Recently Billy had the sad duty
of notifying us of Henry's
death. Billy's letter was such a
tribute to his friend that we are
going to print it just as Billy
wrote it.
MET AT BRAGG
I first met Henry or
"Henfry" as Tio Bencivenga
called him in February 1941
when the Ninth was just starting
to be activated at Fort Bragg. He
was a happy-go-lucky kid of 21 ,
full of hell and with a love of
life, but serious when it came
down to the hard fact of
becoming a good soldier.
15th ENGINEERS
He rose through the ranks
and became a Staff Sergeant of
the 1st Platoon, B Co., 15th
Engineers He was instrumental
in molding it into what I believe
was one of the most closely knit
units in the Ninth - you know all
for one and one for all come hell
or high water.
I served with him and under
him until he was captured by
the enemy while out on patrol.
He had done his job so well that
upon his departure Allie
F ereante stepped into his shoes
with hardly a rumble in the
routine.
We got through that war
somehow and his guiding hand
and counseling hand was always
there to see us through. War is a
very special kind of thing and it
spawns very special kinds of
friends. I like to think ours was
that kind of friendship.
WILL BE MISSED
At our table this year his seat
will not be filled but he'll be
with us just the same. You can
make a bet on that.
To his wonderful wife Angie
and their children I hope these
few words will in part express
'my feelings about Henry. They
will miss him terribly, so will I.
He was my finest buddy.

***
TIPOFTHEHAT
The Memorial Fund was
given a boost when the
follOWing members donated:
Frank Machek, James S. Moore,
Pete Carozza, David B.
McKeitham, and John T. Weber.

***

9th Takes Over
Many "Old Reliables" are
still serving their country by
being active members of Army
Reserve units. The 78th
Division (TNG) based at Fort
Hancock, N. 1. is one of these
units. Former Ninth Division
men fill many of the Division's
top command slots.
Howard Loderback of the
39th Infantry is the Division's
Assistant Commander and he
should soon be receiving his first
star. Charlie Brauer of the 60th
Infantry has been promoted to
full Colonel and commands the
Division's 1st Brigade. George
Van Lewin of the 60th FA is a
Battalion Commander and
Frank Nugent of Cannon Co.
47th is Exec Officer of the
Division's 3rd Brigade.
With a line-up like that the
78th must be a top notch outfit.
If any more "Old Reliables"
join up the division's insignia
will have to be changed to an
Octofoil.

UScheuenhutte Germany"
Hundreds, perhaps
thousands of books have been
written about World War II.
Most of them deal with the "big
picture" - the great strategic
decisions that led to victory.
Seldom if every do they depict
the routine every-day incidents
that took place within the line
companies that were engaged in
carrying out the plans that were
conceived at higher
headquarters. These small
incidents when fitted together
made up the "big picture". if
one was missing the picture
would be a disaster instead of a
masterpiece.
Charlie Hoffman tells us
about one of the incidents that
went into the "big picture" of
the E.T.O. The members of the
3rd Platoon, B Co., 15 th
Engineers were the artists who
helped
complete the
masterpiece called "Victory in
the E.T.O."

SIEGFRIED LINE
The time was mid Septem ber
1944. The 3rd Platton of Co B,
15th Engineers attached to the
3rd Bn of the 47th Inf was going
through the "S iegfried" line. A
few members of the platoon
were in front of a couple of
tanks, sweeping the dirt road for
mines. The remainder of the
platoon was walking and riding
with members of Co K, 47th as
the group passed through this
very wooded area that was
known as the "H urtgen Forest."
It was very hot and as we
stopped for a break General
Craig came riding up in a jeep
and inquired about the
Battalion's progress. I
remember how concerned he
was about checking the cleared
trails to our right and left - they
were called fire breaks. He told
his driver to ride up each one for
a long way just to make sure we
weren't getting am bushed. I
knew right then that we were
left in good hands by General
Eddy who had just left the
Division to take over a higher
command.
By late afternoon we had not
contacted the enemy and
thought that he must be long
since gone when a few shells hit
to our right flank. A short while
later we heard a few rounds to
our front and saw black smoke
rising around a bend in the road.
When we advanced to the smoke
we saw a German tank on fire. It
had been hit by one of ou'
tanks. The driver and front
gunner had been burnt to death
but the other crew members had
escaped.

It was early evening when we
entered the town of
Schevenhutte. One squad of
Engineers took over a house
with a connecting barn. The rest
of us took over a house and
connecting bakery down the
road. There was an open area
about the size of a football field
between both houses. Our
trucks, spaced apart for
protection, were parked off the
dirt road.
Just as it became dark we set
up our guard posts. I picked the
shift starting at 3: 00 a.m. I
remember being awakened and
brought to a rise in the ground
alongside the road where the
trucks were parked. It was very
dark and every so often a flash
from our artillery (I hoped it
was ours) would light up the
sky. It was near the end of my
shift when I heard a noise.
Falling flat on my stomach with
my rifle ready, I lay there for a
few minutes before realizing
that the noise was caused by a
cow grazing on a hill.

When morning came we
organized our defense by setting
up three machine guns. The
47th Cannon Co. set up a
listening post along with their
cannons. We helped erect a road
block on a road going out of
Schevenhutte towards an open
flank. Meanwhile the 3rd Bn of
the 47th had "dug in'" in front
of us.
CHANGED PLANS
The second night as we were
sleeping in the bakery Corp.
Darrigo woke five of us up to go
out on a patrol. It was raining
when we started down the road
past the road block and wen t
out into the open flank. Our
mission was to determine if a
small bridge shown on our map
was still intact. After walking
about two miles, we stopped
and Corp. Darrigo told me to
walk to my right about a
hundred feet and check for the
bridge. I looked it over and
seeing that it was OK started
back to where the other guys
were. I started to tell Darrigo
abou t the bridge, when
suddenly he clamped his hand
over my mouth. I didn't realize
it right away but as I stood there
I heard voices in the woods to
our right. At first it sounded like
a record player with guttural
sounds coming out but as we
listened closer we soon realized
it was the enemy. We all stood
frozen for a few seconds and
then cne of us suggested taking
our shoes off so we wouldn't
kick the small pebbles on the
road. Holding our shoes in one
hand and our rifles in the other
we followed each other down
the road. Oh! our poor feet but
no one made a sound.
About halfway back to
Schevcnhutte we met some of
our men with a jeep filled with
mines, they were coming to
meet us. When we told them
what had happened they waited
until we heard a tracked vehicle
coming up the road towards us.
Almost certain that it was a
German tank we continued
back to Schevenhutte,
"changing our plans for the time
being. "
HAPPY BIRTHDAY
On September 18th Lieut.
Gaspari asked for volunteers to
go back to the bridge to plant
mines along with booby traps. I
remcm ber the date well as it was
my birthday. I didn't have to
volunteer as Pappy Grauer and
Mousey Waldron did it for me. I
guess they figured they were
'ng me a birthday present.
We started out for the bridge
in the early afternoon loaded
down with mines, grenades,
stakes, and wire. This time we
went through the woods a little
ways in off the road. When we
arrived at the bridge we started
to dig in the mines and hook up
the booby traps. Corp. Ilves
known as the "Finn" went
around a bend in the road to act
as a lookout for us.
Before long he was back
telling us that he had seen what
looked like an anti-tank gun and
crew down the road. Trying to
hurry now since we figured that
they may have seen him and
would check the area, Pappy
and I were hooking up a grenade
when I happened to look down
the road and saw some men
coming towards us. They didn't
see us because we were on a part
of the road that turned to go
over the bridge. We were hidden
by the bushes that grew on the
sides of both roads. As they
came closer we could see that it
was a German patrol of eight
men. Mousey was across the
road busy hooking up some wire
and didn't see the patrol. I
alerted him by throwing some
pebbles across the road. Mousey
waited and when the patrol
came to within thrity feet of us
he jumped out on the road and
kneeling low with his rifle
ordered them to surrender.

The first two Germans
seemed to throw their hands up
but the ones behind shouted
something and they all took to
the woods. We all opened up for
a few seconds. I heard a lot of
firing, then silence. I looked
around and discovered that I
was the only one there. I took
off like a rabbit over the bridge,
up the road shooting over my
shoulder like "H oat Gibson."
When I got into the woods I
overtook the rest of the guys
like they were standing still. We
ran until we dropped and I'm
sure the Germans did the same.
Lieut. Gaspari had ordered us to
pull back but I never heard him.
THEATIACK
The next morning, just
before dawn, the Germans
opened up on us with heavy
artIllery. We stayed in the house
until the shelling stopped and
then the men up at the listening
post were attached. Art
Schmidt was up there with some
of the 47th and Mousey
Waldron. Art was hit in the leg
by a burp-gun and fell in the
yard near the house. Mousey
helped him into the house and
down into the cellar where some
German civilians were hiding.
Two German soldiers entered
the house and called upon Art
and Mousey to surrender but
Mousey said he would shoot the
civilians first so the German
soldiers left.
Down the road the first
squad was staying in a bam next
to a house. Across the road they
had a 50 caliber machine gun
dug in and three of their men
were manning it during the
attack. The Germans came over
the hill and down the road and
overran the gun and crew. Sy
Garber was hit in the neck and
Sgt. Hayes was shot in the leg.
The Germans approached
t he barn and threw twogrenades inside, figuring that
would take care of anyone
inside the barn. Two of the
enemy entered. T.hey didn't
know that the guys had hid
behind a small brick wall when
the grenades went off. Jerry
Schwartz came up from behind
the wall and shot the two of
them, they had been carrying
"Panzer Fausts." The wounded
Germans crawled out the door
and into a small shed and were
still hollering for help when it
was all over. The rest of the
Germans stormed down the
road and across the field
towards the house we were in. I
remember going to a window
with Corp. Darrigo just as a rifle
grenade hit the window. Darrigo
was hit in the left hip. Lieut.
Gaspari told a few of us to help
man the machine guns outside
the house. Little did he know
that the "Finn", "Ressa", and
"Mousey" were already on the
two 30 calibers firing away. Vic
Yanchunis was in the bam using
his rifle to cover the men
manning the machine guns, he
was killed while providing this
protective fire. Sgt. Hayes also
died, he bled to death from his
leg wound.
The Germans finally
retreated leaving behind their
dead and wounded. This attack
on the Engineers was a
diversionary one, the main
attack came to our front where
the 47th Inf. was dug in. The
Germans took a beating on that
September day but we lost some
fine men. That afternoon we
relieved by the I st Platoon. As
we left the area we were
saddened by our thoughts of the
brave 9th Division men we were
leaving behind
Charlie Hoffman has many
more stories about the exploits
of the Engineers and he hopes
that some day they will be
publ". !led in book form.

***
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However, it was not all play.
There was work to be done
t a o. The routine of the
Intelligence Section was simple
after reveille, calisthenics and
close order drill. We were on
our own to have classes in our
specialties such as map reading,
use of compass, patrolling,
scouting, self defense chiefly to
wise up the green boys and we
had many of them. I t was a
task to instruct men in how to
stay alive under such peaceful
conditions. We also attended
regimental schools where .the
latest enemy equipment,
weapons, tanks and planes
were displayed on charts while
the instructors explained the
capabilities of each. I alone was
sent to Salisbury airport to
attend a one day session at the
British Intelligence school. The
Allies would use from now on
maps marked with British
coordinates and zoning. I also
went to a' military museum in
London but the display of
German armoured and tanks
was nothing new to my
knowledge. These huge junk
piles of enemy vehicles were
probably those we had
destroyed in North Africa and
Sicily.
In Winchester, the 1st
Battalion, 39th Infantry had an
alternate command post for
enlisted personnel "officer's
off-limits" in a tea room. Chief
entertainment in the town
besides girls was the cinemas,
pubs and soldier meeting
places. English soldiers did not
get as much money as the
Americans and it showed
slightly in resentment. 1st
Battalion Headquarter's
Company held many school
classes by various officers on
many subjects mostly military.
F or a time the Intelligence
Section had a guest from the
British Army whose last name
was WALKER. JACK
CROSCOPE who had become a
new member of our section,
who came from Pittsburgh, Pa.,
pressed my trousers. Why? 1
couldn't figure that one as
there were no soecial privileges.
We had many dress parades
at Barton Stacey on the large
asphalt area between the
barrack buildings. I usually
held and carried the American
colors during these parades. I
had to comm and the other flag
bearer and the two rifle guards
that accompanied our
foursome. I t was during one of
these parades tha t my
brother-in-law, JOHN
SKROBINSKI, a fine radio
technician, came to visit me
from half way across the
island. However, this was one
of the few times I didn't bear
the flag and I was second in
command of the Headquarter's
platoon at the rear of the
group. When he found me, he
joined our ranks until we
pulled out for the march. We
only had a few hours together
as he had to get started back to
his base. I t was sure good to
see him.
I had the good fortune and
the pleasure of visiting London
on many an occasion. The
rendezvous point was always
Piccadilly which was the
English equivalent to Times

Colonel Harry A. Flint, inspects his troops of the 39th
Infantry at Barton Stacey, England, in the Spring of 1944

Square in New York City
without the lights. It was the
theatre center of London. It
was the first stop on the
unekrground (subway) from
the famous Waterloo railroad
station. I believe that most
A mericans headed for Picadilly
as there seemed to be more
entertainment and excitement.
I had been at Picadilly when
the fog was at its heaviest and
you couldn't see your hand
before your face. I had been
searching for the underground
in this dense fog as it was
getting late into the evening
and the trains stopped running
at eleven a 'clock. 1t seemed
that the taxis stopped
operating too and it was the
infantry way to walk to your
destination. As I looked for the
underground staircase, I was
almost bumped into by a
passerby. After I received his
simple directions. if I had made
one backward step, 1 would
have fallen down the entire
staircase. The users of the
underground system picked up
a ticket when they entered the
station and when they reached
their destination, they paid
their fare according to the
zoning or miles traveled. I twas
not like the New York subways
where you could pay one fare
and ride for lengths of fifteen
miles or hetter.
The trains of the
underground were rounded to
fit a tube. The tracks were at
least one hundred feet helow
the street's surface and the
stations made excellent air raid
shelters. Perhaps, the stations
saved the morale if not the
lives of thousands of Britishers
during the heavy enemy blitz
on London.
What else was there to do in
London but sightsee, movies
and drink scotch? The ATS
girls were very cooperative.
The sights were very interesting
but they were disturbed by the
rubble caused by enemy
destruction. The short wheel
bases of the automobiles made
the traffic appear to hustle
more quickly around the
streets. Wrong side driving was
very confusing and double
decker buses were the style. It
was far from quiet in this big
city which had sections of its
metropolis leveled by enemy
born bs. There was an occasional
.air raid and the buzz bombs
were increasing in number atl

the time. However, the British
had won "the Battle of Britain."
They were slowly getting the
city cleaned up a bit by piling
the rubble to one side.
STANLEY CABAN,
STANLEY GIEPAROA and I
had together paid London a
visit. We were thrown au t of the
best restaurant and almost
tossed out of the worst dive in
the city within the same day. A
very popular song at this time
was "roll me over in the clover."
The three of us had applied our
specialty of scouting and
patrolling through some of the
darkest narrowest alleys in the
slums. We had reserved a bed
which we paid about fifty cents
for at one of those military
billets. Late that evening after a
hectic day we returned to hit
the hay, the air raid siren
sounded. I approached CABAN
to see if he was dressed to go
below to the shelter. He said
that he was too tired to walk
down and then up those
seventeen flights of stairs again.
So, we slept this one in bed.

recelVmg from home. With the
aid of his helper, SIMPSON, he
was gathering all kinds of
goodies to prepare parcels for
the orphan kids in a nearby
town. I believed that every
soldier helped in some manner
to make this a success. All the
goodies were gathered and they
were filled in paper bags. When
Christmas Day arrived, the
orphan kids came to our area
and the fellows who had a little
talent put on a stage show for
them. The kids seemed to be
very happy and the soldiers
happily entertained them.
This, no doubt, won the
hearts of the British people and
the Mayor of Winchester invited
every member of the 9th
Infantry Division to the
hospitality of the Winchester
homes. However, for the
soldiers in their hearts, it was a
sad day for everyone's thoughts
were of their loved ones a
thousand miles away at home. It
was our second and for some
our third Christmas away from
home for most of the boys in
the 9th Infantry Division.
Easter found the 9th in the
field on a combat maneuver
exercise. F or another exercise, I
helped KRASOVETZ make
overlays which took us all night
to complete. Colonel TINLEY,
a graduate of West Point,
startled MARTY and me when
he dropped into the command
post at about 0200 hours. He
seemed to be concerned at me
working at the maps and he
asked all kinds of questions
about map making. Especially
about the tools to make maps.
We never had any special tools
for map making as all the maps
that were made in the battalion
were drawn free haneL
Then
the
table
of
or g ani z at ion s tat e d that
non-cams had to carry carbines.
I had to change my M-l rifle and
receive a carbine from supply
Sergeant's SIMON's assistant,
Corporal CHARLES
WARENCAK. We had a brief
spe 11 at a rifle range to zero in
the new weapons but out of
twenty shots I didn't hit the
target nor the target board even
once. There were no exchanges
of weapons and I had to keep
this gun.
There was one thing that was
certain and that was we were
not training for any amphibious
landings. There were no
simulated mock landing nets to
practice and, therefore, the
39th Infantry wasn't going to be
committed in any assault wave.
We definitely knew that we
would land on the continent of
Europe but where we did not
know. Every week there was a
retreat parade and the outfit
looked mighty sharp. We were
dressed in Class "A" uniforms
with everything spotless and
shining. The AAA-O, which had
been painted in white on the
sides of our helmets sure stood
out.

I had on another occasion a
room on the top floor of the
Red Cross Hotel. I had been
sleeping soundly when I was
awakened by the rattle of
shrapnel on the roof and the
ack-ack in the sky as the bombs
were dropping throughout the
city. However, I fell asleep again
and woke up in the daylight the
next morning. After washing
and dressing, I was about to exit
by the front revolving door of
the hotel when the air raid siren
blew. The doorman assured me
that it was the "all clear" signal.
On another night I was
drinking at the American Bar.
Named American to clip
Americans, I suppose. The siren
had blown and as the bartender
and I were the only ones
present, a bomb hit the Officer's
Club about a block or so awav.
Like in Algiers, I had anoth~r
front window blown in with my
presence. Wherever you went,
you were always reminded
about the war with those pesty
air raids.

JACK COLEMAN and
FRANKLIN CURTIS had
something in their own right.
They were morale builders with
their fun making and both were
extremely bright in their
conversation. We lost
COLEMAN and CURTIS from
the Intelligence Section as
JACK transferred to the S-l
section at regiment and
CURTIS was moved to another
section in our company. We
were glad when spring came
around so that we could engage
in sport activities. The
companies organized a program
of sporting events which were
known as the Olympic games.
Each company had to produce a
soft balL touch tackle football.
volley hall and basketball teams:

A ctivities on passes could go
on and on, but getting back to
activities at Barton Stacey,just
before Christmas, Chaplin RA Y
of the 1st Battalion, asked us to
donate anything we didn't want
for our own consumption out of
the gift packages we WCfl'

Our soft ball team came up
with unusual talent. SAULLO
could pitch and play t~e
outfield. MA TaSK Y proved he
could play the infield as well as
the outfield and the team
seemed to have punch. I was
finally pu t in change of the
following
team which

represented
1st Battalion
Headquarter's Company, 39th
Infantry:
ZULLO
2B
BISBING
SS
MATOSKY
SCF
PORTER
IB
TEKELY
LF
SAULLO
P
DEAN
C
KREYE
3B
TRACHTMAN
UF
WRONA
CF
WILDER
RF
BROSKO
UF
FISHER
P
BISBING had charge of the
football team as he was perhaps
the best qualified man. He had
played real football for
Mississippi College and also in
the American-Canadian
Football League. However, we
played only one game and that
was a 24 to 0 win over our "0"
Company.
To leave sports for a while,
within our barrack we had many
fellows who wanted to tinker
with the small pot-belly stove.
Practically everyone had his
hands into the act. After the
lights went out at 0900 hours,
the first to come in would shake
the grates, the next would put
coal on it and etc. Within an
hour the fire was out. As there
were no volunteers for
permanent firemen, everyone
kept his hands off the stove
except those assigned to its
welfare.
I t seemed every Tuesday
there was a meeting for the S-2
officers at General DONALD A.
STRO H's school. Lt.
BENNETT, who was very active
in the last phases of the Sicilian
campaign, for some reason
would try to avoid these
get-togethers. He would phone
the night before and he would
ask me to attend these in his
stead. r hese critiques.were very
interesting, military wise and
educational. However, it was
very embarrassing on my part to
be the only enlisted man present
as all the rest were
commissioned officers.

J AC K COLEMAN, who
went to regiment, would receive
the schedules of all these events
many days before they came
off. He would telephone me and
tip me off to the next S-2
meeting. I would immediately
put in for a pass for that day.
When the lieutenant called, I
told him I was going on pass and
I suppose he had to attend them
himself.
We had many visitors while'
we stayed- at Barton Stacey.
There
were WINSTON
CHURCHILL, EISENHOWER,
BRADLEY, MONTGOMERY
and a couple of British Marching
Bands. Then General MANTON
S. EDDY talked to us in a large
group
about the coming
assault. He said many things
abou t our division. F or one
thing it was one of the two only
battled seasoned divisions going
into the American sector, the
other being the 1st Infantry
Division. Each soldier would
carry four days of food rations
and to make sure that it lasted
for four days. The build up of
supplies, bombs, equipment,
ammunition and other military
rations were becoming so
enormous that it was getting
time to get off at the island
before it started to sink from
the excess weight.
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Overcomes

Handicap
A recent issue of the
McKeesport, Pa. "Daily News"
carried a story about a postal
distribution clerk who had been
named to represent the
Philadelphia Postal Region in
the
1970 Outstanding
Handicapped Postal Employee
Awards competition. The story
is of special interest to former
members of the Ninth because
the man chosen for this honor is
an "Old Reliable" Jay G.
Dennison.
Jay served with I Co. of the
60th Inf. He was wounded
during the African Campaign
but recovered from the wound
and rejoined the Ninth. In 1944
he suffered another wound, this
time he wasn't so lucky. The
second wound necessitated the
amputation of his left arm.
JOINEDP.O.
For the past twenty-four
years Jay has been working for
the Post Office Department.
Despite his handicap he has
been able to perform his work
just as well as his able bodied
co-workers do. His selection as a
representative
of the
Philadelphia Region was based
on his job performance, attituae
toward work assignmen ts and
fellow workers and for his
efforts in civic endeavors.
Jay is an avid sports
enthusiast and is interested in
youth activities. He helped to
organize the Liberty Borough
A thletic Association and has
coached the LBAA girls softball
team for six years. He has served
for a number of years on the
South Allegheny School
Authority.
Durin~ the war the "Old
Reliables' were famous for
overcoming handicaps and it
seems as if they retained this
ability when they returned to
civilian life. We are all proud of
Jay's accomplishments.
We want to thank John
C ompe! another former
member of the Ninth, for having
called our attention to Jay's
well deserved honor.

***
Before making up your mind
to retire, it is highly advisable to
stay home for a week and watch
the daytime television shows.

***
JULY 25, 1970 is the
deadline for GI home loans for
World War II veterans, or their
eligible widows, unless Congress
extends or eliminates the
terminal date. Entitlement is
ending daily for most veterans.
Those with service-connected
disabilities, eligible widows, and
veterans whose entitlement has
been recomputed by the VA,
have until the terminal date to
apply.

Target For 1970 Reunion
NEW YORKERS HOLD
ANNUAL PICNIC
Not even a cloud burst could
dampen the enthusiasm that
was displayed by a large
attendance of men, women and
children at the Annual Picnic
that was held at Roosevelt Park,
Menlo, New Jersey on Sunday,
June7, 1970.
T he heavy downpour
continued from 2:15 p.m. to
2:45 p.m. while most of the
large crowd remained in their
cars. A few men raised a
tarpaulin during the rainstorm
to protect the edibles. When the
sun reappeared the large group
resumed their happy festivities
that began in the morning and
continued until the sun went
down.
Chairman Jack Scully and his
assistants Frank Fazio and
Ralph Witzken should be
commended for the magnificent
job they did at the picnic. Scully
had more than an adequate
supply
of hamburgers,
frankfurters, sausages, steaks,
coffee, beer and soda for
everyone. Scully and Fazio had
to coordinate the activities of
assistants Lou AIMassey, Val
DeMaria, Henry Dietrich,
Vincent Guglielmino, Emil
Langer, Bob Opthof, Al Orletti,
Al Rago, Joe U schak, Adolph
Wadalovich and many others in
the preparation and supervision
of the variety of food.
Jerry Cosenza donated many
prizes to the picnic. Other
contribu tors of prizes were:
Lou Almassey, Frank Fazio,
Emil Langer, Dom Miele, Al
Munatore and Val DeMaria.
About 25 prizes were won by
the men, women and children.
Al Rago sold the raffle tickets.
Dom Miele sold the tickets for
the picnic.
M Co. 47th Reunion
Among those present at the
picnic were: John DeSapio, Joe
Kearns, Charles Cannella, Mike
Lavenia, Johnny Krasnowski
and Dom Miele of M Co. 47th
Infantry. They missed John
Schriffen F Co. 60th Infantry.
Our special thanks to the
Hudaille Trucking Company
who loaned us a truck so that
the food and picnic equipment
could be transported to the
picnic area, and as a result we all
had a wonderful time at the
picnic.

***
SOCIAL SECURITY
INCREASES will not effect VA
pension checks this year for
vet era n s with non-serviceconnected
disabilities.
However, pension checks will be
lowered in 1971 because of the
increase unless Congress moves
to raise the allowable income
from present levels. Pension for
these veterans is based on
annual income and num ber of
dependents.

PROGRAM FOR THE 1970 REUNION
WEDNESDAY - JULY 22,1970
6:00P.M. Early Bird Registration
8:00A.M.
9:00A.M.
5:00P.M.
9:00P.M.
9:00A.M.
10:00 A.M.
I: 00 A.M.
1: 00 P.M.
4:00P.M.
9: 00 P.M.
9:00P.M.

THURSDAY - JULY 23, 1970
Golf Tournament
Registration All Day
Board of Governors Meeting
WeicomingParty - Reception and Dance
FRIDAY - JULY 24,1970
Registration All Day
Business and Committee Meetings
Ladies Meeting and Social
General Business Meeting
Board of Governors Meeting
Teen-agers Party and Dance
Dance

SATURDAY -JULY 25, 1970
9: 00 A.M. Registration An Day
10: 30 A .M. Parade and Memorial Services at the United Nations
Il:30A.M. Tour of the United Nations
Free Afternoon (The MetsWill Be In Town 2: P.M.)
7:30P.M. Silver Anniversary Banquet

An aerial view of the Empire State Building and other midtown Manhattan skyscrapers.
The view looks north up Manhattan Island. The East River isat the right.
Photo by New York Convention and Visitors Bureau.

OM NOTES
It is 25 years after WWII and
it will be a real pleasure and
privilege to continue the
friendships that were made in
WWII. From the letters received
the QM's should be well
represented. Usually the large
turnout include the following:
HORACE ABRAMS, GENE
BERASI,
FLOYD
HENNESSEY, TREVOR
JONES, BILL PALADY, TOM
PITZER, ANDY SINARE, and
EVERETT TAPP. When this
group get together there is
plenty of repartee. Also, they
reminisce about their WWII
experiences, and practically
mention all the 9th QM's from
A to Z, and who they met in
their travels. The reunion is a
good place to receive the latest
information available about the
QM's.
The
SILVER
ANNIVERSAR Y REUNION is
going to be an unforgettable
reunion. Try to write your QM's
friends that if they haven't
attended a reunion yet, thIS
SILVER ANNIVERSARY
REUNiON is the reunion to
attend. The SILVER
ANNIVERSARY REUNION is
going to have one of the largest
reunion turnouts for this
outstanding SPECIAL EVENT.
See you at the reunion.
RICHARD VOSE sent in
WILLARD JOHNSON'saddress
and JOE DEMATO sent in
WILLIAM ARNO's address.
Willard Johnson, 1318
Whitney Ave. Albany, Georgia.
William Arno, 1080 Lincoln
Hwy. W., Irwin, Pa.
Best regards to all. Hope you
are all well at home.
Sincerely yours,
HARRY ORFNSTEIN

901 Walton Avenue
Bronx,N. Y. 10452

**************************
THE MEMORIAL FUND OF
THE 9TH INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION
Scholarship Information
The Memorial Fund of the Ninth Infantry Division Association was
established by the members of the association to commemorate the memory
of their comrales who paid the supreme sacrifie in battle. As a part of this
fund the association establiShed a scholarship program. Scholarships are
awarded each year to relatives of men who served ill The Nmth Infantry
Division. Each scholarship is for one year.

ELIGIBILITY FOR SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION
A person who wishes to apply for a scholarship must be related to a
man who served with The Ninth Infantry Division. Children of former
members of the division will be given first consideration. but children of
men killed in combat glVen first preference. AppUcants who are not children
of former members of the division will not be considered unless no child
of a former member qualifies.

APPLICATION PROCEDURE
'D-,e follo"ilI1g proced ures must be followed by those wishing to apply
for the scholarships:
1. Send a letter of application, written in expository fonn. to the
chairman of the scholarship committee stating the following:
name, address. age, and sex of the applicant; name, address,
and occupation of the applicant's parents or guardians; the
llilme and address of the se<XJndary school the applicant is atu.'nding or has attended and graduated; the name and address
of the college the applicant expects to attend; the vocational
goal of the applicant; and the name of and degree of relationship to a former member of the division. The unit and dates of
service in the division of tilt' former member must be included.
2. A transcript of the applicant's high school record must be ineluded with the letter of application. The transcript must inelude at least the first seven semesters of the applicant's record.
3. The applicant must have a counselor or principal of the high
school he or she is attending write a letter of recommendation
to the chairman of the scholarship committee.
4. The applicant must take the PSAT which i.s given every Octobfi. The appli=t mu.--t see that the results of the PSAT are
sent to the chainnan of the scholarship committee. These reSlolltB may be included with the high school transcript or sent
to the chairman from the College Entrance Examination Board.
The SAT of the CEEB may be submitted in lieu of the PSAT.
'i, THE APPLICATION MUST BE SENT TO THE CHAIRMAN
OF THE SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE BY MARCH 15. Applications received after March 15 will 'lot be coruidered.
5, All applicants must accept the decision of the Scholarship Commi ttee as final.
7. Infonnation to determine financial need will be requested by
the Scholarship Commlttee after the applJcatioll.9 have been considered.
8. Recipients of the schol.anlhips may apply for renewal of the
5Chola.nhip each ye&r. A copy of the rtudent's college grades,
a finAnci.al statement, and a letter requesting renewal of the
scholars}up shDuld be sent to the chJurman by March 15.
9 All applications must be sent to JOhil J. C1ounr, ScholarsJup
Chairman. Ninth Infantry DivWon Association, QOl Graceland
Sl. Dca Plaines. illinois eooll1.

**************************

THE OCTOFOIL

As we have said before our mail-bags seem to be
bottomless and we never seem to be able to empty them.
Here are some samples from our latest delivery.
Charles E. Neal
9th Recon Troop
Madison, Tenn.
Charlie writes that he and his
wife had a wonderful time at the
Pittsburgh Reunion and hopes
to attend the New York
Reunion. He also said that he
would welcome visits from any
"Old Reliables" who happen to
be in the "Music City" area.
Charlie resides at 90 I E. Old
Hickory Blvd., Madison, Tenn.
37115. His phone number is
865-4359.
A. B.Casey
Hq. Co. 39th.

***

Paris, Tenn.
A. B. writes that he scans
each' copy of the "Octofoil"
looking for the names of some
of his old friends. So far he
hasn't hit pay-dirt but he still
has hopes. He is especially
anxious to hear from Lt. Wm.
Douthit, Sgt. Thomas
E b binghause, Leslie Gable,
William Meyers and Andy
Keller. If any of these fellows
are on our mailing list why not
contact A. B. and renew your
old friendship.

***

R.M.Hummel
9th Medics
Hq.lstBn60th

Marion, Indiana
Doc Hummel had intended
to make the trip to the E.T.O.
but last fall his father passed
away and the Doc is busy right
now as executor of his fathers'
estate.

***

Anthony J. Brianyk
Hq.Co.2ndBn47th
DeLand, Florida
Tony, a long time resident of
New Jersey, has finally decided
to make a move to Florida. He
has made a partial recovery
from his illness and hopes to
enjoy the warm Florida
sunshine.
Everett Spink
9th Signal Co.

***

Lockport, N. Y.
Ev hopes to attend the New
York Reunion and meet some
of the gang from the 9th Signal.
Last year at Pittsburgh he was
the only one there from the
Signal Company and hopes that
he will have more company this
year.
Last fall while in
Greensboro, N. C. he met
Sidney Schnieber and they had
a good time talking over the old
days. Ev recently had to
undergo an operation bu t he
tells us that he made a nice
recovery and is feeling fine.
Carl K. Brady
CoM 60th

***

Daphne,Ala.
Carl is another "Old
Reliable" who wants to hear
from some of his old buddies.
He writes that except for Cole
Gronseth and Alva Denham he
hasn't met any other 9th
Division men since the
Springfield reunion. Garl's wife
Larue is recovering from illness
and if she is well enough, she
and Carl will be in New York for
the 1970 reunion.

***

StanleyCaban
Hq. Co. I Bn. 39th
Tallahassee, Fla.
Florida must have something
that agrees with old soldiers.
Stan is another one of our
members who has moved to the
"S unshine State". Stan will
really miss those beautiful
winters in Buffalo. He hopes to
be in New York for the reunion.
Dante Ciatti * * *
DCo.47thInf.
Dearborn, Mich.
Dan sends his dues and
regards to all the "boys" and
wishes those making the trip a
good time in Europe. He
concludes by thanking us for
reminding him about his dues.

***

Bill Buemi
Co. F 47th
Lyndhurst, Ohio
Bill writes that he is getting
too old to duck and dodge 500
miles of traffic so he is going to
fly in for the reunion. A while
back he met Hugh Dunlop and
talked him into joining the
Association. Hugh hopes to be
in New York this summer and is
looking forward to seeing some
of the old gang.

***

Glenn A. Shaw
Division Hq. Co.
Yates Center, Kansas
Glenn joined the Ninth in
June 1944 and served with the
Division until the end of World
War II. He tells us that he has
never attended a reunion but
intends to be present for the
25th Anniversary.

***

Mario (Jack) DiSanto
CoB 47th
Burlington, Vt.
Mario is another member of
the Association who is making
plans to attend the Silver
Anniversary Reunion. He is
looking forward to seeing many
of his old friends.

***

RobertW. Robb
G2Div.Hq.
Bronxville, N. Y.
Bob is a fellow sho has been
connected with the Association
for a long time. He writes "Hard
to believe it is 25 years since I
returned to the Pentagon and
hired a lawyer to incorporate
the Association (and was chided
by the first Board for paying too
high a fee!) I'll say hello at the
reunion. I t has been quite some
time since I attended one.

** *

Steve Lelak
B Co 47th
Venetia, Pa.
Steve's wife always makes
sure that his dues are paid up.
She sent along a check and said
that she and Steve were looking
forward to the ETO trip. She
said that she just knows that it
will be exciting and successful
because the 9th Division is one
of the greatest.

***

Nick Columbo
47th Hq's
Portchester, N. Y.
Nick brought another new
member into the fold. He ran
into Mike Aloisi and signed him
up. Mike served with the I & R
Platoon of Hq. Co. 47th. He
now resides in Pelham, N. Y.

***

Aaron L. Alpert
New Haven, Conn.
Aaron tells us that a few
weeks ago he was in a
conversation with several
co-workers for the State of
Connecticut when the talk got
around to their old Army
outfits. One of the fellows told
Aaron that he had been an
officer with 899th T.D. Bn. and
would like to join the
Association if he were eligible.
This former member of the
899th was Alfred Evans from
New Britain, Conn.

***

Andy Baker
39th Inf. West Harwich, Mass.
Andy has retired from the
Army as a Colonel and is
presently living on Cape Cod at
West Harwich. He still hasn't
decided where in Mass he wants
to settle down. During the
summer he will look the state
over and pick out a permanent
home.
His two sons are serving in
the Army. Ted is a 1st Lt. with
MACV and is stationed in the
MeKong Delta area. Bob has
completed his helicopter
training and is about ready to
return to Viet-N am as a gun-ship
pilot. He is now a W.O.-I.
So far Andy has been
enjoying his retirement doing
nothing but fishing.

***

SamuelM.Figa
EC039th
Mount Kisco, N. Y.
Sam writes that the ninth
installment of "The Pawns of
War" brought back many
memories of the summer of
1943 when E Co. of the 39th
was right in the middle of
eVtrything that was going on - a
memorable and far from quiet
time for all the members of the
company.
Sam is another fellow who
hopes to be in New York City
for the reunion.

JOHN J. CLOUSER
901 GRACELAND STREET
DES PLAINES. ILLINOIS
60016
THEOCTOFOIL
412 Gregory Aye

The old man, Leo, enjoys
golf but like many of us has
been limited to getting ou t there
and digging up the ground. He
does manage to go bowling and
like the old gang of the 9th he is
very active in arm-chair sports.

***

** *

Mike Mysyk
G Co. 60thInf.
Garfield Hgts, Ohio
Mike has been ill and his
illness kept him away from the
last Board meeting. But he is
now feeling better and hones to
be back in shape real soon. He
sent his regards to all his many
friends in the Association.
Leo Smith
84thFA

***

Montgomery, Ala.
Leo writes apologies for
sending in his dues a little late
but he wants all the 84th F.A.
Medics to join him at the
reunion. He goes on that all are
"chicken" if they don't come to
the convention for old Rebel
Smith will be there from "Pine
apple" Ala. James F. X.
Delehanty "one time and one
time only" the undertaker
should be there to show the
Arab knife.

***

Weehawken, N. J. 07087-

Ed Marks
Div. Arty Hq.
Evansville: Ind.
Ed takes time out to send in
several clippings from
magazines and publications
with our own "Westy" - General
Westmoreland. One is in the
February issue of the Alcalde University of Texas Aiumni
showing Westy presenting an
award to an R.O.T.C. Cadet.
Then the March issue of The
American Rifleman with a
picture of the General
presenting the Distinguished
Service Medal to Maj. Gen.
Sutton.
Ed concludes by writing
"The 9th Divisions best known
graduate does keep busy."
Thanks Ed, and that about
wraps it up for this issue but
keep the letters and post cards
coming. We're all interested
about the doings of the "old
timers" from the old 9th.

Seeks 376th A.A.A. Gunners
During the campaign in
Europe the Ninth Division was
well protected from enemy air
attacks. The boys from the
376th AAA Bn. did a good job
in keeping the enemy flyers off
our backs. David McKeitham
was one of the men who
manned the guns that kept the
German aces away from our
units.
About five years ago he.
decided to get the men from the
376th together for a reunion.
He started out with a list of six
names and addresses and after a
lot of hard work he has managed
to expand the list to ninty-two
names. In the beginning the
reunion was confined to
members of A Battery. Last
year the members of B Battery
joined the gang. Now Dave is
trying to contact men from the
other batteries. He wants to
hear from anyone who served
with the 376th.

If you are interested in
Dave's appeal you can contact
him by writing to David B.
McKeitham, PO Box 149,
Whiteville, N. C.

Philip Berman
60th Inf.

New Castle, Pa.
Sends his membership and
"hopes to see the gang at the
Convention in New York on
July 23rd."

***

E. C. (Rusty) Roscoe
26th FA
Storrs, Conn.
Rusty writes in to pay his
dues and send regards. He didn't
get around to it in Worcester last
year (I guess we were all w busy
at the Memorial Services a lot of
others missed also). He hopes to
be able to make the reunion in
New York bu t problems due to
his position can change his
plans, but he'll be trying.

***
John DellaPorte
Hq'sCo.47th
Brooklyn,N. Y.
Jack writes that he spent a
few occasions with Bill O'Shea
also fro111 the 47th and had a
ball as usual. He is always
thrilled to meet up with old
buddies and will be at the
reunion. He asked for the form
for an ad or booster for the
Reunion Program which we
gladly sent to him. Jackie was
better known in the 47th as
being one of the "Dead End
Kids. "

***

AICook
9th Med Bn Co. C
Schenectady,N. Y.
Al asks for the name of an
old buddy, which we supplied
him with, Charles Basso. He tells
us that he is trying to get
together a group from his outfit
for the 25th Anniversary
Reunion in New York.
Ed's note- Good luck AI, we
wish that many others would do
the same thing. All reunions
would be a grea t success if we all
tried doing a wee bit extra for
the A ssociation, along these
lines.

***
Leo Matz
3rd Bn 39th Inf
St. Clairsville, Ohio
Carol Matz, Leo's good old
standby wife, does the writing
for Leo and tells us that due to
change of jobs they will be
unable to attend the reunion in
New York but send their fond
regards to all the gang. Their
family of four boys, 2 of which
are twins, are growing like
weeds. Carl, 14 years, is enrolled
at the School of Hope for
Retarded Children. Gary, 13
years, is in the 7th grade and
Don and Ron, II years, are in
the 5th grade at'St. Clairsville
Elementary School.

JOE MAC'S COLUMN
Word was received of the
death of Eugene M. Shore in
Germany on June 5, 1970.
Gene Shore was at Bragg
waiting to receive us recruits in
February 1941. When we parted
company during the summer of
1945, Gene was still with 26F A.
His army time was divided
among "C", "Hdqtrs" and
Service batteries.
After retirement from the
army, Gene Shore. worked in
the Special. Service Depot.
.Aschaffenburg, Germany. The
trip to Europe this summer is
going through that town. Some
on the trip might know Gene
and might want to stop to say
Hello. Unless they read this
before departing the joy of the
trip
might
turn to
disappointment if they arrive at
Aschaffenburg and find no
Gene Shore.
Have a good summer.
Planning to see you in New
York.
Sincerely,
Joe McKenzie

"J oshua, will you pu t down that
blasted trumpet and fight like
the rest of us".

Veterans benefits are not
automatically provided, so
application must be made for
them. Because of new laws and
changing regulations wihich
affect benefIts, it is the wise
veteran who maintains periodic
contact with his local Veterans'
Service Agency office.
Local offices have a variety
of pamphlets available y,'ithout
charge which provide brief
descriptions of veterans
benefits. One of them,
"B enefits for Veterans and their
Families," is the most popular.
I t covers real property tax
exemption, pension,
compensation, GI loans,
insurance, educational
assistance, reemployment
rights, as well as others of
interest to both veterans and
members of their families.
Keeping up-to-date with
periodic counseling with a
veterans counselor can mean a
great deal'to a family and avoid
confusion, loss of benefits, or
undue hardship in time of
distress, he added.

***

ROOM RESERVATIONS
25TH ANNUAL REUNION 9th Inf. Div. Assoc.
Hotel Commodore, 42nd Street & Park Avenue
New York City
July 23, 24, 25,1970
Please make reservation for
AM
Date of
arrival
at
PM
NaIlle(s)
Address
City
State

person(s)
Departing

Zip

.
.
.
.
.

Type of accommodations
Single Bedroom
$12.95
Double Bedroom
$18.95
(two persons)
Twin Bedrooms
$19.95
(two persons)
The above rooms includes Breakfast & Taxes
Parlor and Bedroom
$32......
$35
. $45......
$65 ......
Plus 5% rooms tax
Portable Bed available for additional person at $4.00 per
day.

